
Frequently Asked Questions about Gender Inclusive Housing? 
 
What does Gender Inclusive Housing (GIH) mean? 
 

This housing option is designed for students to be paired with a roommate or roommates based on 
compatibility rather than gender identity. Newly admitted students may choose this option on their Housing 
Profile form. Students requesting this option may or may not be placed with someone who identifies with 
the LGBTQIA. 

 
Is this housing option just for the LGBTQIA students? 

 
No. This option can benefit any individual as a student has the ability to choose or be assigned a 
roommate with whom they would feel most comfortable. Pairing roommates together will not be contingent 
on an identified gender since a student’s gender may be in transition. 

 
Who is eligible for GIH and how are assignments made? 
 

Any student who requests this option on the Housing Profile form will be paired with another student who 
requests the same option. The residence life staff will attempt to closely match other questions on the 
Housing Profile form. A student self-identifies their gender identity on the Housing Profile. Assignments are 
based on that information and the answer provided in regard to gender inclusive housing. 

 
Where does gender inclusive housing exist on campus for First Year Students? 
 

Students are assigned to share a double or triple occupancy room in any designated first year corridor 
style residence (except those designated “all female” residences). Common area bathrooms are either 
gender inclusive or designated male or female dependent on the building. 

 
What has been parental reaction to this housing policy? 
 

Generally speaking, parents are more involved with many aspects of their student’s college experience 
than in past generations and this relationship started before college. Our office has not had negative 
feedback from parents regarding this policy and support has been relatively positive. It is recommend that 
a student who is considering this housing option discuss the decision with their parents so the living 
arrangements does not come as a surprise. We also recognize that students 18 years or older are adults 
and can make their own decisions without parental consent. 
 

How long has GIH been in place at Bard? 
 

GIH was first offered to first year students in 2011. However, the gender inclusive option has been in place 
for quite a few years to upper college residents. 

 
Why was it implemented? 
 

A group of interested students came forward and introduced their concerns regarding the placement policy 
which did not give first year students this option. Prior to providing this option some first year students may 
have had a difficult time securing housing without outing themselves as LGBTQIA. 

 
 
What if I am not sure about this housing option and have specific questions and concerns? 
 

The Office of Residence Life & Housing staff is always available to discuss with students and families any 
particular questions they may have in an effort to find an accommodation that works for everyone involved.	  


